UNI TED STATES ENVI RONMENTAL PROTECTI ON AGENCY
REG ON 5

DATE: October 6, 2000

SUBJECT: Reports of Significant Devel opnments and Activities
Endi ng on Septenber 29, 2000

FROM WIlliam E. Mino, Director
Superfund Di vi sion

TO  Francis X. Lyons
Regi onal Adm ni strat or

David A. Ulrich
Deputy Regi onal Adm ni strator

The activities |isted bel ow are organi zed by site-specific
activities, other significant devel opnents, and
trai ni ng/ conf erences:

SI TE- SPECI FI C ACTI VI TI ES

Response, Commonweal th Edi son Transforner Fire, Chicago,
II1inois

On Septenber 9, 2000, United States Environnmental Protection
Agency (U.S. EPA) On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) Betty Lavis, with
Super fund Techni cal Assistance and Response Team ( START)
support, responded to a request for assistance fromthe City
of Chicago, Illinois. Black snoke pouring out of an

under ground excavation site at the intersection of Dearborn
and Wacker Drive had caused the Chicago Fire Departnent to
evacuat e several adjacent buildings, close |ocal streets, and
reroute traffic in the area. An investigation by the Fire
Departnent reveal ed that during ongoing construction
activities, a contractor for Comonweal th Edi son (ConEd)
accidently caused an underground transforner fire.

When OSC Lavis arrived on the scene, the fire had been put

out, but the area was still closed off because of concerns
that the transfornmer had rel eased pol ychlorinated bi phenyls
(PCBs). Power failure and closed streets were causing a
considerable traffic jam and rai sing concerns about disruption
to public transportation. The Chicago Fire Department,
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however, was primarily concerned about fire fighters and | ocal
citizens who had been exposed to the snmoke, and needed to
deci de whether they should be decontam nated. OSC Lavis

di scussed the situation with Conkd officials and requested a
mat eri al safety data sheet (MSDS) for the transforner in
gquestion, which confirmed there were no PCBs or any ot her
hazardous material present in the transformer. It was not
necessary to decontam nate the exposed personnel. Com Ed
began repairs to the electrical system and di sposing of the
wat er used to put out the fire under the supervision of the
City of Chicago Departnent of Environment.

Contact: Betty Lavis (312-886-7183)

Renpbval Conpleted, St. Clair Gl Site, Annapolis. Illinois

On July 25, 2000, Illinois Departnent of Natural Resources,
Ol and Gas Division, informed U S. EPA Energency Response
that a rel ease of crude oil was occurring at the St. Clair QO
site, and abandoned tank battery in Annapolis, Illinois, and
request ed assistance. On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) Betty Lavis
responded, opened an oil fund account for the site, and
nmobi |l i zed the Emergency and Rapi d Response Service (ERRS)
contractor to the site. The St. Clair site consisted of 19
hal f full tanks of crude oil in a large oil filled |eaking
secondary structure. Crude oil had overflowed to a ditch that
flows to a tributary of Big Creek, a 1/4 nile away. The
contractor began punping out the oil on July 29, 2000, and
continued to punp until the nmorning of August 4, 2000. The
contractor denmobili zed.

The final phase of the rempbval began August 14, 2000, and was
conpl eted on Septenber 14, 2000. All tanks and piping were
punped out, renoved fromthe pit area, and scanned for
radioactivity. Naturally occurring radi oactive material can
be a problem at crude oil production sites. Tanks and piping
with | evels bel ow background radiation | evels were di sposed of
off-site. Those above background will be di sposed of under

t he Conprehensive Environnental Response, Conpensation, and
Liability Act (CERCLA) authority. Sludge in the tanks and pit
was solidified wwth fly ash. A total of 116,000 gall ons of
liquid oil/water and 3,170 tons of solidified sludge were

di sposed of off-site. The site was backfilled, graded, and
seeded to prevent erosion.
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Contact: Betty Lavis (312-886-7183)

Response, MKinley Creek Gasoline Spill, Painesville Township,
Ghi o

On Septenber 26, 2000, U. S. EPA On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) Jim
Augustyn responded to a request for assistance fromthe Lake
County Health Departnment with a gasoline spill froma 16-inch
clay tile into a drainage ditch that |eads to MKinley Creek

a tributary of Lake Erie. OSC Jim Augustyn responded with
Super fund Techni cal Assistance & Response Team ( START) and
Emergency and Rapi d Response Servi ces (ERRS) personnel, and
installed a siphon damin the ditch to contain the gasoline
sheen. Prior to U S. EPA s arrival, the Lake County Utility
Departnment ran a subsurface video canmera through the pipe and
found no connections or sources for the gasoline. ERRS
nmobi |l i zed a backhoe to conduct exploratory excavations to
determ ne the extent of contam nation. On Septenber 26 and
27, 2000, the Onhio Bureau of Underground Storage Tank Registry
(BUSTR) investigated two |ocal gas stations and di scovered one
that had gasoline leaking fromits | eak detection system
BUSTR will require the owner to install three groundwater
monitoring wells and take three soil bore sanples. Tank
integrity testing indicated that the storage tanks were
intact. On Septenber 28, 2000, ERRS determ ned that

contam nati on extended approximately 425 feet al ong the pipe.
Dye testing of area stormdrains could not identify any
connections to the 16-inch clay tile fromthe gas station.

Wat er sanpl es taken by the Health Departnment fromthe tap at
the gas station tested positive for gasoline contam nation.
U.S. EPA will conduct geoprobe investigations to deternmine if
a potential plume of gasoline fromthe gas station has
mgrated to and infiltrated into the 16-inch clay tile.

Contact: Jim Augustyn (440-250-1742)

Construction Conpl eted (Tamarack Stanp Sands Parcel)., Torch
Lake Superfund Site, Houghton County. M chi gan

The Torch Lake Superfund site renedial action is well underway
with the conpletion in Septenmber 2000 of construction
activities on a 140-acre m ne waste parcel referred to as the
"Tamarack stanp sands.” [In 1999, construction activities were
conpleted on the "Lake Linden stanp sand" parcel, which
totaled 114 acres. The Torch Lake Superfund site is | ocated
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on the Keweenaw Peni nsul a i n Houghton County, M chigan. Due
to the size of the site, the area was divided into three
operable units (OU): 1) the western shore of Torch Lake; 2)
surface water, sedinents, and groundwater in and around Torch
Lake and ot her area waterways; and, 3) 12 former mlling and
snel ting operations |ocated throughout the m d- Keweenaw

Peni nsul a.

Renmedi es include a soil and vegetative cover over the m ne
waste piles in OUs 1 and 3 to reduce netal |oadings to the

| akes. Construction on the soil and vegetative covers began
in the sumer of 1999 on OU 1 (Lake Linden) and is anticipated
to be conpleted for the entire site by 2003. So far, over 250
acres of barren mne waste piles have been restored to green
spaces. U. S. EPA has been able to use |l ocal construction
firms, providing a much needed boost to the |ocal econony, and
there are nunmerous plans for appropriate and responsible
redevel opnent of |arge areas of the site, including
recreational parks, historic parks, comercial businesses, and
residential devel opnents.

Contact: Steve Padovani (312-353-6755)

Record of Decision & Prelimnary Close Out Report Signed,
lonia City lLandfill Superfund Site, lonia, M chigan

On Septenber 28, 2000, the Record of Decision (ROD) and
Prelimnary Close Qut Report (PCOR) were signed for the lonia
City Landfill Superfund site in lonia, Mchigan. The ROD
calls for continued operation of the punp and treat system
installed as part of an earlier renoval action, natural
attenuation for volatile organic conpounds (VOCs) outside the
i nfluence of the punp and treat system and institutional
controls to maintain the existing soil cover and prohibit
installation of drinking water and irrigation wells. The
estimated cost of the renedy is $2.2 million.

Contact: Tom Short (312-353-8826)

Record of Decision & Prelimnary Close Out Report Signed,
Sparta Landfill Superfund Site, Sparta, M chigan

On Septenber 27, 2000, the Superfund Division Director,
WIlliam E. Mino, signed a Record of Decision (ROD) and a
Prelimnary Close Qut Report (PCOR) for the Sparta Landfill



5

Superfund site in Sparta, Mchigan. The ROD renmedy was no
further action with groundwater nmonitoring. The final renedy
consi sts of groundwater nonitoring along with operati on and
mai nt enance of the landfill cap that was constructed in 1995.
The sanpling of nmonitoring wells will be required to verify
the effectiveness and adequacy of the landfill cap. The
remedy will also include nonitoring of water wells near the
site to ensure that the cap is protective. The groundwater
nonitoring program may involve installation of nmonitoring
wells. Since waste will be left in place, groundwater
nmonitoring and five-year reviews will be conducted. Since the
final remedy calls for no additional construction, beyond the
installation of nonitoring wells, all construction activities
are now conplete. The PCOR docunents the conpl eti on of
construction activities.

Contacts: Scott Hansen (312-886-1999)
Mark Ceal | (312-353-9538)

Fi ve- Year Revi ew Conpl eted, Cross Brothers Superfund Site,
Penbr oke Township, Illinois

On August 31, 2000, a Five-Year Review was conpleted for the
Cross Brothers Superfund site. The Cross Brothers Superfund
site is approximtely 20-acres in size and is |ocated in

Penmbr oke Townshi p, near Monence, Illinois. |In general, the
five-year review process concluded that the groundwater punp
and treat systemis in conpliance with the requirenments of the
Record of Decision (ROD), and is operating as intended in the
remedi al design; and, that the renedies at the site remain
protective of human health and the environment.

Contact: Steve Padovani (312-353-6755)
Pre-final Inspection & Prelim nary Close Qut Report Signed,

Reilly Tar & Chem cal Corp. (Dover Plant) Superfund Site,
Dover, Ohio

On Septenber 27, 2000, a pre-final inspection was conducted at
the Reilly Tar & Chem cal Corp. (Dover Plant) Superfund site
in Dover, Chio. An Ohio Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act (RCRA) subtitle D solid waste cap, a passive collection
trench, 30 inches of soil cover and an additional 1-foot thick
| ayer of common borrow have been installed over the Summer.
Approxi mately 7,500 cubic yards of soil were placed in the
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enpty buil ding foundation, approximately 4,700 tons of soi

and sedi nent were transported off-site for thermal treatnent
and di sposal, and 2,800 tons of soil were transported off-site
for disposal. Approximtely 2,000 tons of clay were placed
over the building foundation and approxi mately 34,200 tons of
soil were brought to the site for final grading.

A Prelimnary Site Cl oseout Report (PCOR) was signed by the
Regi on on Septenber 29, 2000.

Contact: Tom Short (312-353-8826)

Radi oactive Scanni ng Continues, Lindsay Light Il Site,
Chi cago, Illinois

During the week of September 25, 2000, as part of a strategy
to determ ne the extent of Lindsay Light radioactive thorium
contam nation in the North Chicago Loop (Streeterville) area,
5 parking lots and one street were scanned for gamm ray

em ssions. Two parking |ots and one street showed cl ear

el evati ons of gamma em ssion rates. These areas will require
further investigation to determ ne the extent of

contam nation, the identity of the contam nants, and whet her
t hese are actually thorium wastes that can be |inked to the
Lindsay sites. In addition to several streets, this currently
brings the nunmber of Lindsay Light sites to six, only one of
which is fully decontam nated. Radiation surveys are
anticipated at a mninmum of 4 nore parking lots and 2 nore
bui | di ng sites.

Contacts: Larry Jensen (312-886-5026)
Verneta Sinon (312-886-3601)
Fred M cke (312-886-5123)

Redevel opnment Prospecti ve Purchaser Adreenent (Sal em Bapti st
Church), Pullman Brownfields Site, South Side, Chicaqo,
I[11linois

On Septenber 14, 2000, notice of an Agreenent and Covenant Not
to Sue, Prospective Purchaser Agreenent (PPA) for a portion of
the Pul |l man/Liquid Dynam cs site on the South Side of Chicago
was published in the Federal Register. Pursuant to the terns
of the PPA, the Salem Baptist Church agrees to purchase,

remedi ate, and redevel op a substantial portion of the site in
return for a covenant not to sue for past response costs under



t he Conprehensive Environnental Response, Conpensation and
Liability Act (CERCLA) and a release fromfuture liability for
exi sting contam nation. The site is the |ocation of the

hi storic Pull man Pal ace Car Conpany, which has been a
Brownfields Site for many years. The Church proposes to
utilize the former Pullman factory site to construct a canpus
consisting of a conmmunity center, a sanctuary, an

adm ni strative building, and a retail center.

The Sal em Bapti st Church work plan entails renmoval of

under ground storage tanks and asbestos-contanm nated materi al
in the Pullman Northern and Sout hern Areas and devel opnent to
i mpl emrent the equival ent of a Resource Conservation and
Recovery Act (RCRA) Type D cap over the entire Pull man portion
of the Site. The devel opnent woul d consist of a conbination
of buil ding foundations and pads, clay and soil covers, and
asphalt and concrete parking areas. The renedy in the work
plan is acceptable to U S. EPA as sufficient to protect public
health and the environnment. U.S. EPA plans to pursue
potentially responsible parties for final cleanup of the

Li quid Dynam cs Area.

Contact: Reginald A Pallesen (312-886-0555)



OTHER SI GNI FI CANT DEVELOPMENTS

Ongoi ng Mercury-Requl ator Situation, M chCon Gas Conpany,
Detroit, M chigan

On Septenber 26, 2000, the M chCon Gas Conpany (M chCon)
notified 35 custoners on the recent spills list that their
homes will have to be sanpled. On-Scene Coordi nator (0OSC)
Ral ph Dol | hopf and M ck Hans, Office of Public Affairs, were
interviewed by local radio on the M chCon nmercury situation

On Septenber 27, 2000, the first houses confirned that they
woul d al | ow access and were scheduled for joint sanpling. By
Sept enber 28, 2000, the house count allow ng access rose to 13
of 35 for sanpling.

The OSCs and Office of Regional Counsel are planning to neet
with MchCon to resolve its reluctance to conmt to sanpling
the entire universe of mercury regul ator hones, estinmated by
M chCon to be as high as 15 percent of its 1.2 mllion
customer base of 180, 000 hones.

Contacts: Ral ph Dol l hopf (734-692-7682)
Jason El-Zein (734-692-7661)
Tom Krueger (312-886-0562)
Car ol Ropski (312-353-7647)
M ck Hans (312-353-5050)
Phillippa Cannon (312-353-6218)

TRAI NI NG CONFERENCES

Ol Spill Exercise, Trenton, M chigan and Tol edo, Ghio

On Sept enber 20-21, 2000, the Enmergency Response Branch (ERB)
staff participated in a governnent-led unified conmand oil
spill exercise in Trenton, M chigan and Tol edo, Chio. This
simul ated exercise presented a worst case spill occurring at
the |l ower end of the Detroit River, affecting the river
itself, Gbraltar Bay to the Huron River, Lake Erie, Trenton
Channel, and the Maunee River. The sinulated 100,000 gall ons
of oil spilled when two barges collided, which nmade a
significant inpact to animls and animl habitats in the water
and the shoreline. This exercise tested the adequacy of newly
revised U S. Coast Guard and U.S. EPA area plans, a unified
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conmmand, and On- Scene Coordi nators response actions.
Organizing a joint information center and using the recently
adopted Joint Information Center nodel to handle a nyriad of
simul ated nedia and community calls was a major part in the
communi cations aspect of the exercise. Detroit Edison
participated as a nenber in the unified command as an
interested party. Oher participants included the responsible
parties, Anmerican Steanship, Hannah Barge, and sonme 40
Federal, State, City, and County personnel. U S. EPA staff
participated in the roles of evaluators, observers,
controllers, and players. A simlar exercise is planned in
Chicago in May 2001. Chris Christenson is on the planning
commttee in the Chicago spill exercise.

Contacts: Mark Durno (440-250-1743)
G nny Narsete (312-886-4359)
Chris Christenson (312-353-6303)
Sheila Cal ovich (312-353-1505)
Jason El Zein (734-692-7661)

Area Spill Exercise, Cleveland, Ghio

On Septenber 27, 2000, Sheila Calovich, Joe Fredle, Mark
Durno, and Karla Auker (Emergency Response Branch)
participated in the government | ed Preparedness for Response
Exerci se Program (PREP) in Cl evel and, Ohio. The scenario for
this U S. Coast Guard (USCG |ed exercise consisted of

di sabl ed vessel |eaking oil near the Lorain, Ohio, shoreline.
This exercise tested the USCG I nci dent Conmand System

conmuni cations, and inter-agency cooperation. Several State
and | ocal agency representatives also participated in this
exercise. Sheila Calovich and Mark Durno served as exercise
eval uators, Joe Fredle served on the exercise design team and
Karl a Auker was a player in the Operations Section.

Contact: Sheila Calovich (312-353-1505)

W sconsin Governor's Conference on Energency Managenent and
Regi onal Response Team Meeting, Appleton, W sconsin

On Septenber 26-27, 2000, d enn Cekus represented the O fice
of Chem cal Energency Preparedness and Preventi on (OCEPP) at

t he annual W sconsin Governor's Conference on Energency
Managenment in Appleton, Wsconsin. Approximtely 700
participants took part and attended vari ous break-out sessions
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addressing i ssues such as becom ng a di saster resistant

communi ty, emergency planning for schools, and disaster

pl anni ng for people with special needs. Sessions on terrorism
assessnent, Wsconsin's hazardous materials response system
and a public official's role in counter-terrorismwere
particularly of interest. U S. EPA On-Scene Coordi nator Steve
Renni nger and Public Affairs Specialist Gnny
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Narsete provided a well received and attended presentation
addressing the catastrophic failure and coll apse of bulk
st orage tanks containing agricultural chem cals.
Contact: @ enn Cekus (312-353-6449)

Meeti ng, Reqi onal Response Team Appl eton, W sconsin

On Septenber 27-28, 2000, Byron Maggos, of Office of Chen cal
Emer gency Preparedness and Prevention (OCEPP), attended the
Regi onal Response Team neeting in Appleton, Wsconsin at the
Qut agam e County Board Room The Regi onal Response Team ( RRT)
menbers from several Federal agencies and two of the six
Region 5 States, as well as other interested parties attended.
Presentati ons describing the June 8, 2000, Jackson, M chigan,
pi peline spill of gasoline, a nmercury response case study, and
a briefing of a drill (Operation Cruiser) at the Port of

M | waukee were presented. The State representatives and the
Federal agency representatives reported on recent activities.
The next neeting will be held in January 2001, in either
Chicago, Illinois, or the Twin Cities of M nnesota.

Contact: Byron Maggos (312-353-8184)
Spill Prevention, Control and Counterneasure Presentation,

Washt enaw County Environnental Health and Poll ution Agency's
Pol | uti on Prevention (P2) Conference, Ann Arbor., M chi gan

On Septenber 26, 2000, Bob McCoy, Spill Prevention, Control
and Count ernmeasures (SPCC) |nspector, spoke before the

Washt enaw County Environmental Health and Pollution Agency's
P2 Conference in Ann Arbor, M chigan. The conference was
attended by owner/operators of facilities,

engi neers/consultants, and State and | ocal government al
regulators. The nmain topic of the presentation was an
overview of the SPCC Rule, Title 40 Code of Federal

Regul ations Section 112. 1In addition, guidance was provided
on preparing and updating plans. Exanples of various properly
desi gned systens that nmeet the requirenments of the Rule were
al so presented.

Contact: Bob M Coy (312-886-0185)

Meeting, Greater St. Louis Sub-Area Planning, St. Louis,
M ssouri
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On Septenber 28 , 2000, the Greater St. Louis sub-area planning
nmeeting was held at the St. Louis Federal Building in St
Louis, Mssouri. Representatives were fromU.S. EPA Regi on 5;
U.S. EPA Region 7; U S. EPA Region 7 Superfund Techni cal

Assi stance & Response Team ( START) contractor; U.S. Coast
Guard (USCG)-Marine Safety Office - St. Louis; Upper

M ssi ssi ppi River Basin Association (UVRBA); M ssour
Department of Natural Resources; Illinois Environnenta
Protection Agency; Illinois Emergency Managenent Agency; St
Charl es County Local Energency Planning Committee; St. Louis
Metro Sewer District; Madi son County Energency Managenent
Agency (EMA); and, St. Clair County EMNA.

The group began the neeting by discussing comruni cation
protocol at the County EMA | evels during an incident that
woul d involve nmultiple jurisdictions. Each |ocal governnmental
entity described what capabilities they had avail abl e.
Communi cati ons i ssues discussed included equi pnent

avai lability, conpatibility, and potential problenms. A
survey will be sent out to each local entity involved with the
sub-area to determ ne the capabilities of each County.
Language for the sub-area plan will be drafted that wll

det erm ne what procedures will be used in case of an incident
that affects multiple jurisdictions. Oher topics discussed
by the group involved review of sewer district maps for the
sub-area, the status of the mapping atlas, and revi ew of

revi sions suggested by UVRBA. The next neeting is schedul ed
for Novenmber 9, 2000.

Contact: Barbi Lee (312-886-5296)

cc: Steve Herman (OECA)
Barry Breen (OECA)
Tim Fi el ds ( OSVER)
Steve Luftig (OSVER)
Larry Reed (OERR)
Larry Zaragoza (OSVER)
Region 5 State Superfund Coordinators
Division/Office Directors
ORA State Coordinators
Regi onal Team Managers



